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1.0  Introduction

1.1 General Overview
The legal community is fl ocking to the Internet. The World Wide Web intrigues the legal community for 
a variety of reasons. For many lawyers the draw is content. Lawyers are using the Internet to conduct 
legal research. Information is now available that would be too time-consuming, too costly or next to 
impossible to acquire through the traditional print channels. Not only can lawyers readily fi nd recent 
cases, statutes, and regulations, but also important information on companies, products, and people. 

Another enticing aspect of the Internet is the fact that its communication capabilities are virtually limit-
less. The marketing potential inherent in the Internet is very attractive to those in the legal profession. 
Many legal professionals create their own space on the Internet to advertise their services. The Internet 
is the Yellow Pages of the future. 

The use of e-mail has transformed the way we communicate. In many ways, electronic communications 
far exceed the capabilities of the telephone and are a much more effi cient form of communication for 
lawyers. Through the use of e-mail, messages can now become permanent records that are not subject to 
errors of memory. All of these uses of the Internet carry the potential to drastically change the practice 
of law.

Although the Internet continues to expand the amount of information available, it does have limitations 
as a research tool, especially when the information is free-of-charge.

The following are some of the limitations you can expect:

Incomplete Coverage - Despite the vast resources available on the Web, there is a problem with 
incomplete materials. In many instances, free legal research Web sites have very limited resources 
of case law. 

Transient Materials - Have you ever book-marked a Web site and come back later only to fi nd 
that the site is no longer at that Web address and there is no forwarding address?

No Guarantee of Currency - When you go to many of the free legal resources on the Internet it 
can be diffi cult to fi nd out how current the data is that you are researching. There isn’t the comfort 
level you would have if you were researching on some of the more established fee-based services  
where currency is provided along with the data.

Weak and Varying Search Engines - Going from site to site you will notice that the quality and 
the functionality of the search engines vary greatly. Some sites do a better job than others, but you 
will fi nd that each site has different search logic, making consistent research diffi cult. For example, 
if you have a particular search plugged into the U.S. Supreme Court Decisions on one site, you 
can’t conduct your search, copy and paste the same search into another site with a different search 
engine and expect the same results.

 
After surveying the landscape of legal resources on the Internet and some of the problems with various 
sites, we felt that lawyers would welcome a research library via the Internet that addressed many of the 
problems just mentioned.

1.

2.

3.

4.
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1.2 Casemaker Development
Casemaker is a subsidiary of the Lawriter Corporation®. Lawriter is an electronic publishing company 
located in Cincinnati that is owned and operated by trial attorney Joseph Shea III. Lawriter has been 
in the electronic legal publishing business since the mid 1980s and had been partnered with Anderson 
Publishing®. In 1995, Anderson Publishing partnered with Lexis-Nexis® and Lawriter was left with a 
huge library of Ohio case law and statutes. Lawriter approached the Ohio State Bar Association about 
producing a legal research product using Shea’s data. The OSBA began working with Lawriter in late 
1995 on the Casemaker CD-ROM library. 

By 1998, the OSBA and Lawriter observed the huge growth of the Internet and realized that the future 
of Casemaker was on the Internet. In 1999, after a careful market and competitive analysis, Lawriter 
and the OSBA developed and launched the online version of Casemaker. Soon after the launch, traffi c 
on the OSBA Web site increased from around 300,000 hits per month to well over 3 million per month. 
This increased traffi c was a direct result of Casemaker. 

As a result of the huge success of Casemaker in Ohio, the OSBA Lawriter partnership evolved, with 
both organizations collaborating to create an entity called Lawriter, LLC. The concept was simple—
create an alliance with other state bars in order to produce their state’s electronic legal library. This 
would provide state bars across the country access to information not available on competing services’ 
websites. In June 2000, the Nebraska State Bar was the fi rst to join the Casemaker Consortium. 

The Consortium allows lawyers of all subscribing states unlimited access to any member states’ librar-
ies and to Casemaker’s Federal library. There are currently more than twenty state bars participating 
in the consortium. As each state joins, it pays a fee to have the library expanded to add that particular 
state’s cases and statutes. Each state bar prescribes what specifi c information would be most helpful 
to its members. Casemaker charges no per-visit or per-minute fee making it the most economical legal 
search tool on the market.
 
2.0 Accessing Casemaker and the Library Contents

2.1 Accessing Casemaker 
Casemaker Consortium bars differ in their accessing set up of Casemaker. But generally, go to your 
State Bar Association home page. Once you are there, locate the Casemaker link and click on it. You 
will be directed to a log on link. Enter the required information to log in and click on the “Log In” but-
ton. Initially you will be required to confi rm your acceptance of the License Agreement in order to ac-
cess Casemaker. Depending upon the bar’s agreement with Lawriter, this may happen periodically.
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2.2 Casemaker Library Contents
The Casemaker contains a library of state and federal resources (please see Web for current library 
contents). 
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   Federal Library Contents:   Texas Library Contents:  

Nationwide Collections
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3.0 Conducting Research Using the Casemaker

3.1 The Casemaker Navigation Bar
3.1.1 Search Navigation Bar
Type your search information into the box that appears on the Search screen.

3.1.2 Document Navigation Bar
Once you open a document, this is the navigation bar that will appear on your screen.

3.1.3 Navigation Bar Buttons
Take a moment and familiarize yourself with the buttons on the navigational bars. This information is 
also available in the help section of Casemaker.
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3.2 Browsing Using Casemaker
The browse function in Casemaker allows users to click down to the desired library resource without 
developing search strings.

Find the individual statute, then click on it to access the full text of the statute.
Once in the statute, if other statutes are cited, you can use the hypertext link that appears in blue/purple to 
go directly to that statute.
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3.3 Search Logic and Types of Searches
The Casemaker search engine uses set logic for queries. Set logic is easier to use and provides more 
abilities than Boolean searching. Words entered in the query box should be actual search terms you wish 
to fi nd in the text of the document, not operators such as and, or, etc. Once you develop your search, 
click the search bulls-eye to perform the search.

3.3.1 “And” Search
The search below is an example of an “and” search using the Casemaker basic search screen. In this 
example, you will fi nd all cases that contain the words “offi cer,” “warrantless,” “search” and “cocaine” 
anywhere in the full text of the case. 

To develop an “and” search, put a space between 
your keywords and click search.

3.3.2 “Or” Search
The search below is an example of an “or” search using the Casemaker basic search screen. This search 
will fi nd all cases that have the word “homicide” and the words “gun” or “knife” or both “gun” and 
“knife.” 

To develop an “or” search, put the “or” words in-
side parentheses and separate them with a comma 
(no space between the “or” words)

3.3.3 Phrase Search
Phrase searches fi nd the exact text placed inside of quotations. The search below is an example of a 
phrase search using the Casemaker basic search screen. The search below will fi nd all cases that have 
the phrases “next of kin,” “wrongful death” and the keyword “damages.”

To develop a phrase search, put the phrase in quota-
tions. You can intermingle phrases and key words 
within the same search string. The phrases and 
keywords in this search are separated by spaces.

3.3.4 Exclusion Search
Use a minus sign (-) to exclude any word you do not want to appear in the full-text of your search re-
sult. The search below is an example of an “exclusion” search using the Casemaker basic search screen. 
This search will fi nd all cases that have the word property while excluding cases that have the word 
“residential.”

To develop an exclusion search, put a minus sign 
in front of the word you want excluded from the 
cases in your list of search results (no space be-
tween the minus sign and the excluded word).
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3.3.5 Thesaurus Expansion Search
To expand the meaning of a word or phrase within your query, precede it with the tilde character (~). 
The thesaurus expansion feature allows you to expand your search to fi nd cases that have words related 
to the keywords in your search. The search below will fi nd all cases that have the words “DUI” and 
“wine,” as well as cases that have words related to wine, such as “beer,” “alcohol,” etc.

To develop a thesaurus expansion search put 
the tilde character (~) in front of the keyword 
you want to expand. 
 

3.3.6 Prefi x and Suffi x Expansion
The prefi x and suffi x expansion feature allows you to expand your search to fi nd cases that have differ-
ent beginnings and endings to the keywords in your search. By using an asterisk (*) following the root 
word, Casemaker will pick up plurals and other suffi xes. In the search below, you will fi nd all cases that 
have the keyword “run” as well as other endings such as “running,” “runner,” etc.

To develop a prefi x / suffi x expansion put an 
asterisk (*) before or after your keyword.

3.4 Your Search Results

3.4.1 Successful Search
Once you click enter, the search results screen will appear. This screen will list the total number of docu-
ments found, date decided, as well as the individual rank of the result. 

To access one of your results, click on the ci-
tation.

The results are typically limited to 100. It is 
possible to navigate to the next page of re-
sults or go directly to a specifi c pageof results 
by clicking on the hyperlinks at the bottom of 
the search results page.
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3.4.2 Revise Search
If there are no documents meeting your search criteria, the warning box will appear. You will need to 
either request a new search or revise your search. The revise search button is at the top of the search 
results page and will allow refi nement of the currently selected search criteria. The new search button is 
also available at the top of the search results page to allow you a quick way to begin a totally new search 
in the currently selected book.
 
4.0 Advanced Searches and Beyond

4.1 The Advanced Search Screen
The advanced search screen allows you to pull up documents easily when you already know specifi c 
information. For instance, if you know the case name or offi cial citation, you simply go to the cite fi eld, 
plug in the name or citation and you will retrieve just that case. This concept holds true for all the other 
fi elds in the advanced search. The fi elds in the advanced search can be used in conjunction with key-
words in the full document search query box.

The advanced search also allows you to narrow your keyword search using the date range fi elds and the 
proximity pull-down menu or expand your search using the word forms feature.

Full Document Search Query: This fi eld is 
the same as the one displayed on the basic 
search template.

Cite: This fi eld has radio buttons associated 
with it. The buttons are the Offi cial Cite, Case 
Name, Northeastern Cite. The Cite fi eld has 
different requirements depending on which 
radio button is selected.

Offi cial Cite must be entered exactly as it 
is shown in the library documents, 
e.g., 89 Ohio St.2d 29

Case Name can be either party’s name 
or both parties. If you use both parties, 
separate the names only with a space (do 
not include the “v.”).

Northeastern Cite must be entered exact-
ly as it is shown in the library documents, 
e.g., 443 N.E.2d 189

Web Cite: Must be entered exactly as it is 
shown in the document. 
e.g., 2004-Ohio-4124.

Original Case: The court’s docket number.

Syllabus: Outline of the case holding, if 
available.

Court: Court or District where case was decided.

Attorney: Attorneys for the appellant and/or appellee.  

Judge: Presiding or authoring judge.

Judges: Other concurring or dissenting judges.
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4.2 Word Forms
Along with using the full document search query box in conjunction with the advanced search fi elds, 
you can use some of the additional pull down menus to expand and narrow your searches.
 
This pull down menu takes the words that are 
in the full document search query box and ex-
pands them based on your selection.

4.3 Proximity
Another option is the proximity pull down menu, which narrows your search. Proximity allows you to 
narrow your search so that your results will include terms that appear in closer proximity to one another 
within the document. Choose from the list of proximity options below.

 
“Within 1,000 characters and 500 charac-
ters” are similar to large and medium size 
paragraphs respectively. The sentence option 
fi nds cases in which your keywords appear in 
the same sentence.    

4.4 Result Order
Result order controls the sort order of the 
results. The default setting is “rank.” You 
can change how the results are displayed by 
choosing the date descending (most recent) 
or date ascending (oldest) options. 

4.5 Using  
casecheck™ automatically locates all cases that cite the case you are viewing and allows you to link 
directly to those cases. 

The casecheck™ feature is currently available 
in the all reported case law libraries. When 
you conduct a search, pull up results and 
click on the full-text of a case, casecheck™ 
cases will appear in a separate frame to the 
right of the case. To access one of the cases 
that appear in casecheck™, simply click on 
the offi cial cite. 
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4.6 Locating Your Keywords
Once you are viewing the full-text of a case, you can type (CTRL + F) on your keyboard or go to the 
Edit pull down menu and click search. 

In the fi nd dialog box type any keyword. 
This will allow you to conduct keyword 
searches within cases.

4.7  

A new  will be available that will automatically show the old section and listing of 
all session laws that have amended it in a split screen like the casecheck™ feature.   
will show the related session law even if in browse mode as well as in search mode. This will be one of 
the best code features of any publisher.

Casemaker is currently in the progress of installing    on all states’ statutory ma-
terial. Since the amendments, repeals and new additional statutory laws are not codifi ed weekly or 
monthly, this system allows you to see the statutes as they were last codifi ed in the large screen on the 
left. Enacted session laws that effect the last codifi cation will be shown in a smaller screen on the right. 
These listed session law enactments should be viewed to determine whether the later enactments alter 
the results of your research depending on the date of enactment.
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4.8  Casemaker Net Snippets

 

Casemaker Net Snippets is a powerful post-search tool. Capture, organize, and store your legal research 
using this easy-to-use tool. Go to http://www.casemaker.us/netsnippets/ for more details.

To learn more about Casemaker, go to the Casemaker Learning Center at http://www.casemaker.us.

 



15

5.0 Additional Helpful Tips

5.1 Multiple Book Searches Using Multiple Browsers
Once you have navigated into Casemaker with Internet Explorer you can use this technique to open ad-
ditional Internet Explorer windows. To open a new Internet Explorer window press CTRL and the letter 
N (CTRL + N), doing this numerous times allows you to open several windows and perform various 
searches at the same time (i.e. search statutes and case law at the same time). You are limited only by 
the memory on your computer.

To toggle between the windows you can use any of the following techniques:
1. Click on the application on the Windows Task Bar at the bottom of your screen.
2. Press the keyboard combination ALT + Tab
3. Minimize the current application to work on the hidden application.

5.2 Printing
When printing documents in Casemaker, you have several options. First, you can hit the print button on 
your Web browser and it will print the full text of the document you are viewing, but it will also print 
all of the Web graphics. For a printer-friendly copy of a case, statute, etc., click the print doc button on 
the Casemaker navigation bar and then hit the print button on your Web browser. 

 5.3 Copying a Case to a Word Processing File
To copy the entire case from Casemaker, click the print doc button on the navigation bar. This removes 
all of the Casemaker navigational graphics. All you are left with is the case. Now you can choose the 
select all choice from the edit menu on your Web browser (the keyboard shortcut for this is CTRL and 
the letter “A”). Then choose copy from the edit menu (the keyboard shortcut for this is CTRL and the 
letter “C”) and move to the desired location and paste. 
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5.4 Frequently Asked Casemaker® Questions 

Is there a number I can call if I have questions about Casemaker? 
 Yes, call the Lawriter Corporation at 513-621-8148 and ask for Casemaker assistance during normal 
business hours from 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 

Where can I turn for help if I have questions after business hours?
Click on the help button in the upper right-hand portion of the Casemaker navigation bar. Casemaker 
online help provides complete instruction on the use of Casemaker. You can also refer to the online 
tutorial or this hard-copy user manual. 

I am having trouble logging on to the site, what could be wrong? 
There are several common problems users experience in this area: 
- Make sure you are entering the information required by your state bar.
- Make sure you haven’t misspelled anything. 
- If the fi rst two suggestions don’t solve your problem, your computer many not be accepting “cook-
ies,” which are little bits of information saved on your computer that allows you to access the site. 
You might need to change your security settings to allow for cookies or at a minimum allow your 
browser to accept cookies from the www.lawriter.net Web site. 

Is the Revised Code Annotated? 
No. However, due to Casemaker being a full-text searchable database, you can annotate the code 
on the fl y. Simply type the code section you’d like to annotate into the basic search screen and hit 
search. (Ex. 2125.02). Casemaker will search through whatever book you are searching and pull 
up every case that contains that code section, annotating the code on the fl y. 

How do I search for an individual case if I have the offi cial citation? 
Pick the book where the offi cial citation would appear and click on the search option. Once you are 
in the search screen, click on the “Advanced Search” tab. You will see the cite fi eld. Simply type 
the exact citation in the cite fi eld and you will pull up that case. 

How do I search for an individual case if I know the case name?        
Pick the book where the case would appear and click on the search option. Once you are at the 
search screen, click on the “Advanced Search” tab. You will see the cite fi eld. Take your mouse and 
click the radio button directly above the cite fi eld that says, “case name.” By changing to “case name” 
the cite fi eld is now expecting you to plug in a case name instead of an offi cial citation. Simply type 
in one or both of the parties names and hit search. You should not put in the v. or even the full case 
name, just the most unique portions of each parties name. And, if one of the parties names is very 
unique, only one of the parties names is necessary. 

Can I search multiple books at the same time? 
Currently the Casemaker doesn’t allow you to search multiple books using built-in search func-
tionality. However, utilizing tools built in to your Web browser, you can open additional versions 
of your Web browser and search different books almost simultaneously.

Once you are in Casemaker, you can press “CTRL” and the letter “N” (CTRL +N) to quickly open 
another browser. Doing this numerous times allows you to open several windows and perform 
various searches at the same time (i.e. search statutes and search case law). You are limited by the 
memory on your computer. 

Q.
A.

Q.
A.

Q.
A.

Q.
A.

Q.
A.

Q.
A.

Q.
A.
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How does the search engine decide the rank of search results? 
The ranking algorithm takes into consideration relative word ordering, word proximity, database 
frequency, document frequency, and position in text.

How can I narrow my search results? It is returning too many results. 
There are several things you can do to narrow your search, including: 
- Add additional key words to your search, using the revise search button. 
- If you are searching for a phrase, make sure you are placing the phrase inside of quotes. 
(Ex. “next of kin”)
- Utilize the tools available to you in the Advanced Search Screen that allow you to narrow the 
proimity in which your key words/phrases appear, utilize the fi elds in conjunction with key words 
in the full document search query or use the date range option. 

Why do I keep getting an error message saying “No documents matching your search query 
could be found?”
There are several reasons you are getting this error message, including:
- You have developed too narrow of a search. Consider reducing the number of key words or phrases 
in your search query. 
- You might have misspelled one of the words in the search string, fi eld entry, etc. Casemaker 
search logic looks for the exact spelling of key words. 
- Make sure you are searching the correct book.  

Why does the URL change when I click the Enter Casemaker button? 
The actual Casemaker is located on the Lawriter web site located in Cincinnati. When you access 
Casemaker you are transferred to the Lawriter site. 

Why does the End User License Agreement (EULA) come up when I hit “search”
The EULA may be scheduled to pop up periodically, depending upon your state bar’s contractual 
obligations to Lawriter. 

Q.
A.

Q.
A.

Q.
A.

Q.
A.

Q.
A.


